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“Back to Basics”

Tune Up Your
Bandsaw
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The bandsaw is a very versatile piece of 
equipment that’s capable of doing very 
accurate work if properly setup and 
aligned (unplug the saw while aligning):

• Initial setup and alignment – should have done this when you 
got the saw

• “Co-planer” adjustment of the wheels
• Rubber tires – clean and in good condition
• Table alignment stop – perpendicular to blade 

• Before every use -
• Install the proper blade (and tune up the blade if new)

• Grind “high teeth”
• Round over the back edges

• Adjust the blade tension and tracking
• Adjust the upper and lower blade guides
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Blade Selection Chart

I have two band saws

• A 14” Delta with 6” capacity – I usually have a 3/16” x 10tpi blade installed

• A 14” Shop Fox with 12” capacity – I usually have a 1/2” “Wood Slicer” blade installed
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Wood Slicer Resaw Blades

Prices

93 ½”       $29.95
105”        $29.95
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Anatomy of a typical bandsaw

Top Wheel

Bottom Wheel

Off/On Switch

Table

Upper Guides

Lower Guides

Blade Tension

Trunnions
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Adjusting the wheels “Co-planer”

Use a long straight edge and
• Adjust the upper wheel angle using the tracking adjustment so that the straight 

edge contacts both edges of the upper and lower wheels

• Add shims to the top wheel mounting axle to adjust
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Adjust the Table to the Blade

•Step 1 – Loosen the trunnion adjustment knobs

•Step 2 – Adjust the table to 90 degrees to the blade using a drafting triangle or 

machinist square

•Step 3 – Tighten the trunnion knobs
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•Step 1 – Turn the blade “inside out” so that the teeth are facing up

•Step 2 – Install and tension the blade – with guides removed

•Step 3 – Start the saw and ‘true the teeth’ using a grinding stone on both sides

•Step 4 – Round over the back edge of the blade

Tuning a New Blade
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Adjust the Blade Tension and Tracking

•Step 1 – Remove the blade and turn it back to normal and reinstall

•Step 2 - Adjust the blade tension so that the blade deflects about ¼”

•Step 3 – Adjust the tacking so that the blade tracks to the ‘center on the top wheel
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•Step 1 – Run the saw and ‘warm up’ the blade

•Step 2 - Adjust the blocks/bearings so that they are behind the teeth on the blade

•Step 3 – Adjust the spacing of the blocks/bearings so they are not touching the blade

•Step 4 – Adjust the thrust bearing so that it “almost” touches the blade

•Step 5 – Repeat for the bottom guide assembly

Adjust the Guide Blocks (or Bearings)
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Resaw Guide System - Wood Magazine, March 2018
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Questions


